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Melody for Wenjun / A Phoenix Seeks his Mate

Transcriptions of six reconstructions by John Thompson

JEUEETRE ~ TugRag

The first 5 transcriptions are of melodies with the lyrics
"3 N .... There is a beautiful lady...."

1. BUE Z 5 Fengxuan Xuanpin (1539)
2. A EAHEERE Chongxiu Zhenchuan Qinpu (1573/1585)
3. B8 IE 525558 Zhenchuan Zhengzong Qinpu (1589)
4. R EEGE  Chenbentang Qinpu (1663)
5. —IEFEZERE  Yifengyuan Qinpu (1709):
" JER B, Wen Feng Qiu Huang"

Then:

6. A coda from 1828 that could go with 1573/1585:
ZE B W) i Qinxue Renduan (1828; 27 coda)

7. A modern version related to the one from 1589
1 s ZE R Mei'an Qinpu (1931):
as played and sung by EF{E5E ~ 1§ Wang Jiu (1909-2012)
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Wen Jun Cao

27. Song of Wen Jun

From &\ ¥ 4n Fengxuan Xianpin (1539)

7438 Shang mode 7
1245612 all later versions called [§\SK/&| Feng Qiu Huang
attrib. &) 4540 Sima Xiangru (2nd ¢. BCE)
slow and free
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You mei ren xi, Jian zhi bu wang.
There's a beautiful woman, ah, @ 2w her (and) can't forget.
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Yi ri bu Jian xi, si zhi ru kuang.
(If) one day  (I)don't see (her), ah, thinking of her leads to madness.
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Feng fei ao xiang xi, si hai qiu huang.
The maleJahoenix flies soaring around, ah, over four seas  searching for his lady phoenix
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Wu nai Jia ren xi, bu zai  zher dong giang, (bu zai zheidong | giang).
Un-fortunately / | beautiful woman, ah, is not at this  east wall.
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Wen Jun Cao, p. 2

(Second verse)

AR

~
S @ — S —f— t
—* s = F £ == ¢ E e
5 —— a : F
z2 K i G o m ® A W B o
Zhang  qin dai yu xi, liao xie na wei chang.
(D) bring forth (my) qin in place of words, ah, inorderto express those hidden feelings
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He ri Jian xu xi, wei wo pang uang.
What day  will see my acceptance, ah, (and) soothe my anxious doubts.
° — } o
e — : 7 ——l : i ;
g ——— : > % : = = o
@ h : g
£ % &= & =, z § & 3
2] e . . .
= . : ; 5 — a
5 . z z — ;
A El [ = 5 o 1 5= 8 1 e
Yuan yan pei de xi, xi shou xiang Jiang.
A willing word / a virtuous union, ah, hand in hand to each other we'd be joined.
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Bu de yu fe xi, shi wo  zhei lun wang, (shi wo zhei lun wang) .
/ not able to fly together, it causes me  this / ruin
(But since we are) depression pnd
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Feng Qiu Huang
88. A Phoenix Seeks his Mate

John Thompson

3G Zhi mode 1573 $+3%42 % Duiyin Tiyao, showing differences from
1245612 1585 E(EEMZ 3 Chongxiu Zhenchuan Qinpu
Also compare Wenjun Cao (1539) and others
" slow and free
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You mei ren xi, Jian zhi bu wang.
There's a beautiful woman, ah, (I) saw her (and) can't forget.
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Yi ri bu Jjian xi, si zhi ru kuang.
(If) one day (I)don't see (her), ah, thinking of her leads to madness.
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Feng fei ao xiang xt, si hai qiu huang.
The male phoenix flies soaring around ah, over four seas  searching for his lady phoenix.
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Wu nait Jia ren xi bu zai dong giang,
Unfortunately that beautiful| woman ah,/_\ L is not at the east wall.
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Feng Qiu Huang (1573-1585), p. 2

RKE
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Jiang qin dai yu xi, liao xie zhong chang.
(I)bring forth (my)qinin plaoce of words, ah, inorderto express hidden feelings
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He shi Jjian xu xi, wei wo pang huang.
What day will see my acceptance, (and) soothe my anxious  doubts.
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Yuan yan pei de xi, xi shou xiang Jiang.
A willing word  /a virtuous union, ah, hand in hand to each other we'd be joined .
(will bring)
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Bu de yu fei xi, shi wo lun wang .

(But since we are) not able to fly together, it causes me depression and ruin .
N == ="
e ==—c=c=—===E—

SR — ik Kk K At &t P e
Py P i 7 E a7
R ? E t e @g 2 \3 g @

585: 4}/; @ 1585: %

7+




Feng Qiu Huang

22. A Phoenix Seeks his Mate
#3F Zhi mode IR {81 52225k Zhenchuan Zhengzong Qinpu (1589)

1245612 compare Wen Jun Cao dated 1539

still attrib. ] fE4840 Sima Xiangru (2nd c. BCE)
. slow and free
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You mei ren xi, Jian zhi bu wang.

There's a beautiful woman, ah, (I)saw  her (and) can't forget.
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Yi ri bu Jian xi, si zhi ru kuang.
(Ifone  day (I)dont see (her), ah, thinking of her leads to madness
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Feng fei ao xiang xi, si hai qiu huang.
The male phoenix  flies soaring around  ah, over four seas searching for his lady phoenix.
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Wu nai Jia ren xi, bu zai dong giang,
Unfortunately / | beautiful woman,  ah, is not at the east wall.
(that) | | | # Py S |
S ] = P e e e e e =
< < o = — 1 — — = t t T 1 1 f i
dt ;;-7 Xt 2 i T 5%‘ z ; -+
<9 AN 7 B
.’7 L“" \-v’ = L_/‘@ o ;?' 7 L——" E’ + % (sl 3
85 9.0 4 10

©
John Thompson



7

Feng Qiu Huang (1589), p. 2 RSKE

@ (Second section)
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. Jiang gin . dai yu xi, liao xie zhong chang.
(I) bring forth (my) qin in place of words, ah, in order to express hidden feelings , ————_
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He shi Jian xu xi, wei  wo pang ang.
S What dayE will see my acceptance, (and) soothe my anxious doubts.
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Yuan yan pei de xi, xi shou xiang Jiang.
A willing word ¢ /l la l:ru'tu;ms union, ah, hand in hand to each other we'd be joined.
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(But since we are)
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By qin play, the | phoenix got his | mate , / inscribed / bridge / resolution | waslofty, | for 1,000 years people have | told of'this .
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223 Yu mode
5612356

slow and free

Feng Qiu Huang
25. A Phoenix Seeks his Mate

B2 #5223k Chenben Tang Qinpu (1663)
No attribution, but lyrics as in Wen Jun Cao (1539)
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You mei ren xi, Jian zhi bu wang.
There's a beautiful woman, ah, (I)saw  her (and) can't forget.
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Yi r u Jian xi, st zhi ru kuang.
(If) one day (I)don't | see (her), ah, thinking of  her leads to madness.
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Feng fei xiang xi, si hai qiu huang.
The male phoenix  flies soaring around ah, over four seas searching for | his lady phoenix.
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Wu nai Jila ren xi, bu zat dong giang,
Unfortunately / | beautiful woman, ah, is not at the east wall———
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Feng Qiu Huang (1663), p. 2
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Jiang qin dai yu xi, liao xie zhong chang.
(I) bring forth (my) qin  inplace of | words, ah, in order to express hidden feelings .
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He shi Jian xu xi, wei wo pang huang.
What _ day will see my acceptance, (and) soothe  my anxious doubts.
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Yuan yan v pel de xi, xi shou xiang Jiang.
A willing word / a virtuous union, ah, hand in hand to each other we'd be joined.
(will bring)
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Bu de yu ‘Jet xi, shi wo lun wang,
/ not able to gether, it causes me depression and ruin.
(But since we are)
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P Shang mode (not Zhi )

SCRGKIEL

Wen Feng Qiu Huang

A Phoenix Seeks his Mate
—IERZE L Yifeng Yuan Qinpu (1709)

1245612 New melody; lyrics from 1539 Wenjun Cao
A slow and free |
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You mei ren xi, Jian zhi bu wang.
There's a beautiful woman, ah, (1) saw her (and) can't forget.
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Yi ri bu Jian xi, si zhi ru kuang.
(If) one day  (I)dont see (her), ah, thinking of  her leads to madness.
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Feng fei ao xiang xi, si hai qiu huang.
The male phoenix flies  soaring around ah, over four seas  searching for | his lady phoenix.
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Wu nai Jia ren xi, du shou  kong fang
Unfortunately | without that beautiful woman | ah, 1 alone must watch over my empty home .
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Wen Feng Qiu Huang (1709), p. 2

@ (Second verse)

SCRKIE
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Jiang gin  dai yu xi, yu wu zhong chang.
(I)bring forth  (my) gin in place of words, ah, wishingto speakmy  hidden feelings .
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He shi Jian xu xi, wei  wo pang huang.
What  day will see my acceptance, (and) soothe my anxious doubts.
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Yuan yan pei de xi, xi shou xiang Jiang.
A willing word /a virtuous union, ah, hand in hand to each other we'd be joined .
(will bring)
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Bu de yu fei xi, shi wo lun wang shi  wo lun wang .
(But since we are) not  able to fly together , it causes me depression and rui{l
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Feng Qiu Huang (1828), p. 3 RSKE

@ (Coda for the 1828 Feng Qiu Huang)
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Sao shi en  xiang dui bi kong , yu  jiang  xin shi zhu si tong .
Cleantheroom, bum incense, gaze at the deep blue sky . I want my heartfelt thoughts to be expressed through my silk strings .
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Yu chou  jin  jiang san sheng fyuan, quan zhang bing  xian i zou gong .
Wishing a toast through brocade curtains the three lifetimes fated , It all depends on these ice-strings and how they are played .
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You ke bu lai zhao yue Jia yi zai fen giang dong.
Perhaps guests won't wander in while the moon shines bnghtly down, with beautm leaning along the white eastern walls .
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Qing sheng  hao Ju feng  piao  qu, chui  ru zhi in liang er zhong
The clear sounds can be camed away by rhe wind , and blown into a knowing friend's | two discerning ears
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