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Mingde Yin
Bright Virtue Prelude

Source: = #§[7)&% Sanjiao Tongsheng, 1592
Lyrics: & > A2 4) Commentary by Zhu Xi (1130-1200) on the Great Learning

Transcription: John Thompson, 1999
Mode: 22F Biyu

Tuning: from standard tuning raise 2nd, 5th and 7th strings, giving6 12356 1 ;
the transcription uses relative pitch; thus on my gin the pitch of what is here
written "c" (1) 1s usually closer to c# or d

Register: The original does not distinguish between vocal melody and tablature.

The notes in the upper staff are arranged with the aim of a fluent soprano vocal line.
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The philosopher Chengzi said:
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Da Xue, Kong Sht zhi yi shu, er
The Great Learning (is) the Confucians' valued writing. and
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chu Xue gt de zhi men ye Yu
for beginning study into virtue it is the gate .
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L Biyumode 16123561
(from standard tuning raise 2nd, 5th, 7th strings)
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Kongsheng Jing
Sacred Confucian Annal

Source:

= #h|a)#E Sawjiao Tongsheng, 1592
Paired with BH{25 | Mingde Yin

Translation: Patrick Moran, with adapations

lies in brightening bright virtue,
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Da Xue zhi  dao, zai  ming ming de, zai  gqin  min, zai zhi3  yu  zhi4  shan.

in getting close to the people ,

/ in the highest degree of goodness.
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Zhi zhi 4 er hou you ding. Ding er hou neng  jing. Jing er hou neng an.
After knowledge has / then there is certainty. After there is certainty then one can be tranquil. | After one is tranquil then one may be at peace.
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An  er  hou neng lyud. Lyu r  hou neng de. Wu  you  ben  mo4. Shi you zhong  shi.
After one is at peace one may cogitate. | After one can cogitate one can get it. | Things have roots and branch tips. | Events have endings and beginnings.
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Zhi suo xian hou, ze Jjin Dao Vi
When one knows what comes first and what comes later, then one is getting close to the Dao
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Kongsheng Jing, p. 2

@)

-
- . ° . o o o & £ e —
o) j = ] = — ] — i | f ] o »
Z ] — \ I —— i S— = = @ !
S . o I }
o < & BB o&m T X T & £ o\ H °
Gu zhi yu ming  ming  de yu tian xia zhe, xian zhi qi guo.
Those in antiquity who desired to brighten bright virtue throughout | the world below heaven first put their countries in order.
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Yu zhi qi guo zhe, xian qi gi Jia.
Those who desired to put their countries in order first made their own families shipshape .
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Yu qi qi Jia zhe, xian xiu qi shen.
Those who desired to make their own families shipshape first cultivated themselves .
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Yu Xiu qi shen zhe, xian zheng qi xin.
Those who desired to cultivate themselves first made their own hearts and minds upright .
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Yu zheng i xin zhe, xian cheng qi Yi.
Those who desired to make their own hearts and minds upright first integrated all their thoughts
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Yu cheng qi, yi zhe, xian  zhi4 qi zhi. Zhi zhi  zai Wik,
Those who desired to integrate all their thoughts first perfected their knowledge. Perfecting knowledge means / / the things of the world.
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Wu ge er hou zhi zhi Zhi zhi er hou i cheng.
After one has become actively involved in the things of the world / After knowledge is perfected, one's thoughts become integrated.
then knowledge is perfected.
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Yi cheng er hou xin zheng. Xin zheng  er hou shen  xiu. Shen xiu er  hou Jia qi.
After one's thoughts become integrated / \After one's heart and mind are made upright /

one's heart and mind are made upright.

one's person is cultivated.

After one's person is cultivated /
one's family is made shipshape.
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Jia qi er hou guo zhi. Guo zhi er hou tian  xia ping.

After one's family is made shipshape the country can be put in good order.| After one's country is put in order then thi
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orld beneath heaven {will become peaceful.
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Zi R ren, yi shi jie yi xiu shen wei ben.
From the Son of Heaven all the way down to the common people,| each and every one of them / /to be the fundamental task.
o take cultivating| themselves
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Qi ben luan er mo zhi zhe fou Vi Qi suo
For the root of something to be disorderly and yet its branch tips to be in good order has never been the case. For the
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(intentionally) thickened to become thin and the| (intentionally) thinned / has never happened.
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