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Wen Wang Qu

9. Songs of King Wen

Music: Ninth piece in A 5385 Taigu Yivin, a 1522 gugin handbook published 1511, with 36 melodies either compiled, edited and/or
composed by (F| L] ) ¥k Xie Lin of Huang Shan (Anhui province); all have lyrics, mostly from known historical sources
Lyrics: three poems (as indicated) from the A Da Ya section of the 548 Shi Jing, traditionally said to have been compiled by
Confucius, ca. 6th c. BCE; these poems concern the background and foundation of the Zhou dynasty, ca. 10th ¢. BCE

" Background: Duke Dan Fu took the people of Zhou from Bin to Qi; his descendent King Ji married Lady Ren, who bore Wen.
After marrying an unnamed lady, Wen and a Lady Xin had a son, Wu, who defeated Shang to establish the Zhou dynasty
Reconstruction: John Thompson (1999); Taigu Yiyin has music tablature (see line under each system below) paired with lyrics
(first line within each system; second line has transliteration; third line has translation); original had no punctuation
Translation: John Thompson (1999), in consultation with FE{#H Tong Kin-Woon;, B © 354525428, Ma Chiying: Shi Jing
Newly Annotated and Translated (Taiwan, Commercial Press, 1971); plus the translations by Waley and Karlgren
Tuning: the seven strings of the gugin are tuned 1245612 (1 = do, 2 =re, etc); this is relative pitch: for example, the C (1, do) in th;
transcription is played as B or B flat in the gin recordings by John Thompson (main notes are so and re [5 and 2)).
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Da Ming: | Wen Wang you ming de, gu tian fu ming Wu Wang ye.
Great Brilliance: |King Wen had shining virtue,| so Heaven reassigned its mandate to King Wu.
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Ming  ming  zai xia, he4 he zai  shang. Tian nan chen2 sil:
\\ ' illustrious down  below, \\ glorious  up above Heaven is difficult to count on:
(King Wen was) (while Heaven was)
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bu yi wei  wang. Tian wei Yinl di4 shi3 bu Jia K7 fang.
it's not easy to remain a King. The celestial seat of  the Yin heirs was effected so they could not hold their lands.
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Zhi4 zhong shi Ren, zi bi3 Yin  Shang, lai ia yu
Zhi (country)'s  second daughter of  the Ren family  (i.e., Tairen) from (Yin) Shang  cameto getmarried in
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Zhou, yue pin2 yu Jing. Nai Ji Wang Ji wei2 de zhi  xing.
Zhou, (s0) she became a wife inthe | capital.  Thus with King Ji she joined in virtuous deeds.
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Tai Ren you zhen4, sheng ci Wen Wang. Wei ci  Wen Wang, xiao xin  yi4 yi4,

Tairen became pregnant, and gave birth to (the future) King Wen, As for this King Wen, (since he was) careful and reverent,
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zhao shi Shang Di, yud huai2  duo fu2. Jue de bu  hui, yi  shou famg  guo.
he illustriously served God on high, (and so) harbored many blessings. | His virtue did not go astray, so he absorbed / local states.

(neighboring)
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Tian  jian4 zai xia, you ming Ji4 Ji. Wen Wang chu zai3, tian
Heaven examined what was below, and had its mandate putinto  /nest. During King Wen's  early  work,  heaven
(King Wen's)
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zuo zhi he: zai He?2 zhi yang, zai Weid zhi 5i4,
made for him  a match: from the He River's north side, to the Wei River's bank,
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Wen Wang jial  zhi, da bangl you zi. Da  bang zi, xian4 tian  zhi  meid.
King Wen admired  her, a great country had a daughter. | The great country had a child, | fair as heaven's sister.
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Wen ding  jue? xiang?2, guanl  ying yu Wei, zao4 zhou wei  liang, pil xian3 qi  guangl.
Marriage gifis set their luck /, she was welcomed at the Wei River, | by the making of boats into a bridge, dazzlingin  their  brightness.
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You ming zi tian, ming  ci Wen Wang, yu  Zhou yu Jing, zuan3  nyu wei  Xinl.
There came a command from heaven |ordering this King Wen, in  Zhou, his capital, | “the womanwho/\ is (alady of) Xin.
: can help you fulfill your mission
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Chang  zi wei  xing, du3  sheng Wu Wang. Bao youd  ming er3, xie4 fal Da Shang.”
Her being eldest child allows this act," it was she who bore ~ King Wu. "Help will be granted you /\ attacking the Great Shang (dynasty)."
(of the Xin royal family) (Zhou people when)
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Yin Shang zhi yu, qi hui ru lin. Shi3  yu Mu Ye,
(Yin) Shang's troops massed so that (their lancespemed like a forest. // harangued (his troops)at Mu Ye, (saying)
17 (So King Wu)
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wei hou2  xing. Shan, di lin nyu wi erd er3 xinl.
"(We WIH) indeed rise in timely fashion. God on high is watching you, let no second thoughts come into your hearts."
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Mu Ye yang yang, tan2 ju3 huang2 huang,
Mu Ye's (fields) were very broad, the wooden war chariots were brilliant,
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81 yuan?2 peng?2 peng, wer shil Shang Fu.
the teams of horses were powerful, as commander was Shang Fu.
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Shi wei yingl yang. Liang2
At that time (Shang Fu) was powerful as an eagle. With him assisting
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si4 fa Da Shang, hui zhao qing ming.
they attacked Great Shang, and by dawn /‘\ everything was clear (since they had won the battle.)
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Mian2. Wen  Wang  zhi xing, ben you Tai Wang ye.
Spreading. King  Wen's prosperity |originated with the Great King//.
(i.e., Duke Dan Fu) -
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Mian mian gual die2, min zhi chu sheng,
Spreading and spreading (like)  young melons, the (Zhou) people's first coming to life,
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zi tu Ju3s Qil. Gu gong Dan  Fu, tao  foud  tao  xuel, wei ou Jia shi.
came from the lands of'the Ju and Qi //. Old Duke Dan Fu (had them) build shelters (and) build caves //, they did not yet have houses.
(rivers in Bin country) (in the loess cliffs)
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Gu gong Dan  Fu, lai  zhao  zou ma. Shuai4  xi shui hu3, zhi yu Qi2  xia.
Old Duke Dan Fu  arrived early galloping on his horse. || Leading / westward along the riverbank, they arrived at the area below Mount Qi.
(his people — —
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Yuan2 Ji Jiang nyu, yud lai xu yu3l.
Then,  together with Lady Jiang, upon arrival they all lived together.
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Zhou yuan wu3 w3, jin w2 ru yi2. Yuan2 shi yuan mou2,
The Zhou plain was fertile, (even its) bitter plants  (tasted like) sweet cakes. | (So) here they began, here they planned,
(lit.: had dried meat)
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yuan qi4 wo guil, yuel, " Zhi"; yue, “Shi; zhu2  shi yu zil.”
here they notched (their) tortoises //, | (which) said, "Stop"; (and) said, "Now is the time; build houses in this place."
(for divination) ~
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Nai weid  nai zhi, nai  zuo  nai you, nai  jiangl nait 1, nat xuanl  nai mu3.
So they made homes, so they stopped / | so (they lived to) left and right, | so (they made) large plots and small plots, | so they reclaimed land and opened fields.
. (to rest) ‘)
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Zi xi cu2 dong, Zhou yuan zhi2 shi.
From west to east, Zhou thus managed its affairs
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Nai zhao Si Kong, nai zhao Si Tu, beil li shi Jjia.
So he gave ordersto  the Master of Building, (and) orders to the Master of Lands, so they would build homes.
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Qi sheng2  ze2 zhi2, suol  ban3 yi zai4, o miaod  yi4 yid.
Their plumblines  were straight, they tied up boards to contain //, // made a temple that was majestic.
(the earth) (but they first)
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Jud  zhi "reng2 reng”, du zhi "hongl hong", zhu?2 zhi "dengl deng”,
When hauling earth  they made rattling sounds, when shoveling it they made crunching sounds, beating it they made thumping noises,
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xiao4 u3 ping ping. Bai du3 Jie xing, gaol gu Ju2 shengl.
shaping the walls they made scraping noises. In all 100 cubits were raised, and the drum beaters no longer made sounds // .
(i.e., the work sounds were greater than thoseof the accompanying drumbeats)
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Nai Ui gaol men, gao men you kang4. Nai i ying men,
So they raised the outer gate, and the outer gate was lofty. So they raised the inner gate,
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ying men Jjiang Jiang. Nai li zhong3 tu, rong2 chou you xing2.
and the inner gate was strong. So they raised a meeting space //, from which enemies // could be driven away.
(on a terrace) (i.e., the tribes who used to live on that land)
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Si4 bu tian3  jue  yund4, yi4 bu und  jue wen. Zuo4 yud ba2 i,
Although this did not end their hardships, they also did not fall from their high reputations|  Oak forests were rooted up,
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xing dao duid i, Kun2 Yi2 dui4 i3, wei qi hui4 yi.
roadways were cleared, and the Kun and Yi tribes rode away, and so their numbers declined.
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Yu2 Rui4 zhi4 Jue cheng, Wen Wang guid Jue sheng.
(The people of) Yu and Rui pledged their allegiance, (so) King Wen improved their lives.
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Yu yue, "Youl shul Jud " Yu yue, “You xian hou;"”
// Onesaid, )  Isay, "Icanattract people from distant places;" |(another said,) ~ Isay, "I can put things in their proper order;"
(Because of King Wen's good work, people wanted to help. )
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Yu yue, "You benl zou;" Yu yue, "You yud wu3."
(another said,) Isay, "I willtravel around working for you;" | (yet another said,)  Isay, "T can correct | those who make insults.”
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Yu4 pul. Wen Wang neng guan ren ye.
Oak trees. King Wen has the ability to promote good people.
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Peng2 peng  yu pu, xinl zhi you3 zhi. Ji3 Ji pi4  wang, zuo  you qué zhi.
Luxuriant (are the) oak trees: make them into firewood and burn them.|  Numerous are the kings: on left and right they rush to serve him.
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Ji Ji pi wang, zZuo you feng4 zhangl. Feng zhang e2 e, mao2 shi  youl  yil.
Numerous are the kings, left and right they hold up scepters /. | They hold up scepters solemnly,| as eminent men they are befitting.
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Pi4 bi Jingl zhou, zheng4 tu Ji zhi.
"Pi" /I those Jing river boats, vigorous are those who row them.
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Zhou wang yu mai4, liu shi Ji zhi
The Zhou king going forth, (has) six battalions  accompanying him.
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Zhuo2 bi  Yun  Han, wei  zhang  yu tian. Zhou Wang shou  kao! Xia2  bu zuo  ren!
Clear isthe Milky Way, as it makes its display in the sky. King of Zhou: "Long life!"  [How could he not make men anew!
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Duil zhuo?2 qi zhan, Jjin yu qi xiang.
Chiselled and carved are his emblems, of gold and jade is their substance.
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Mian3 mian wo wang, wang3 Ji3/4 si4 Jfangl.
Working and working is our king, making a net of all the lands.
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