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The Debate over Mozi’s Hometown:
“Eastern Lu” or “Western Lu” and

Xiao Luyang’s Use of Dialect as Evidence

Chen Yen-Chun™

Abstract

Among the questions surrounding Mozi () and his thought, there has
been much disagreement about his original name and hometown. As no
direct evidence is to be found in the historical record, scholars have been left
to their own resources to resolve this problem and obtain a clearer picture of
Mozi’ life. In recent years, there has been a heated discussion as to where
Mozi’s hometown was, with opinion largely being divided between two
possible solutions: ‘Eastern Lu’ and ‘Western Lu’. The former view
locates Mozi’s hometown in the ancient state of Lu (&) in the pre-Qin period,

or in what is now Shandong. The latter view argues in favor of a site in the

*Second-year M.A. student, Graduate Institute of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan
University.
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ancient state of Chu (3%), or in what is now Henan. In other words, Mozi’s
hometown is either to the east (Shandong) or to the west (Henan), thus giving
rise to the terms ‘Eastern Lu’ and ‘Western Lu’.

The argument for a location in ‘Eastern Lu’ was advanced by Zhang
Zhihan, who drew evidence from pre-Qin records. Many scholars accept
this notion because the evidence presented is thought to have been recorded
soon after Mozi’s death, thus giving it greater credibility. On the other hand,
the ‘“Western Lu’ theory put forward by Xiao Luyang relies heavily on
material taken from the dialect spoken in his own hometown of Lushan (£11])
in Henan.

This article will discuss how this dispute arose and review the different
ideas of where Mozi was born. In particular, given that all of the examples
of the Lushan dialect that Xiao Luyang uses are taken from his own, modern,
dialect, I think that his evidence bears further review. Ultimately, I hope to
show which position is more tenable.

Resolving the question of where Mozi was borm can help us better
understand his life and thought. If we know where his hometown was, we
can understand more about his childhood and look at how his hometown

customs impacted his thought.

Keywords: Mozi, Mozi’s hometown, Eastern Lu, Western Lu,
Zhang Zhihan, Xiao Luyang, Lushan dialect
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