China Scholar Blues
John Thompson
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Notes:
Lyrics for additional verse (needs work):
I've got the China Scholar Blues,
as a young man it's constant work,
Women do not have a better deal,
No, if luck is not with them, then there
Yu Ji slit her throat thinking this was the
to help Xiang Yu fight the war, and
Additional verse ending

Qu Yuan drowned himself when he thought his
All this is why I just want to

References:

Verse 1: Perhaps repeat this at end?
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feeling the heavy pressure, for

no time for leisure.

being kept home can they cope more?
isn't so much they can hope for. So
only thing in her power

not fret so much about her.

doctrines had no more power;, and
hide in my ivory tower.

Verse 2: Shang, Zhou, etc: names of all the major dynasties, in order.
Yi Jing, Dao De Jing, etc.: names of classic literary works.
The path to success in ancient China was passing an imperial exam on classical studies.

Verse 3: Boxie is a character in the opera Pipa Ji.

Verse 4. Just before dying, Xi Kang (223-262) is said to have played the famous gin piece

Guangling San

Extras:  Yu Ji's husband Xiang Yu was defeated by Liu Bang, founder of the Han dynasty.

(cf. Chu Ge)

Qu Yuan was a famous scholar official, commemorated by the Dragon Boat Festival

(cf. Qu Quan Wen Du, etc.)



