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Gu Yuan

Ancient Lament*
Music and lyrics by ZZ# Jiang Kui (c. 1155-1221)

Ceshang mode BIF5EH 7b123561 **
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Ri mu si  shan xi yan wiu, an gian pu. Jiang wei zhou  xi wu Suo.
t sunset the surrounding hills are foggy , obscuring the bank ahead. (I am) about totie up my boat, but am unable .
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Zhui wo gian xi bu dai. Huai  hou lai Xi he chu? Lyu hui gu.
1 pursue my predecessors, |but can't catch up.| I long for those coming later, but where | are they? | Iturn around and |look back.
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*For an historical and musical analysis, a somewhat different melodic reconstruction, and an annotated translation of the Iyrics
see L.ER. Picken, "A Twelfth -Century Secular Chinese Song in Zither Tablature", Asia Major., Vol.16 (1971), pp.102-120.
See also R.C. Pian, Sonq Dynasty Musical Sources and Their Interpretation. Harvard-Yenching, 1967.

** From standard tuning lower 3rd, 4th & 6th strings.

*** [ sing the lyrics only on the repeat, the score does not specify this.
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Gu Yuan, p. 2
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Shi shi xi he Ju? Shou fan fu xi yun yu.
As for worldly affairs, which are reliable ? A hand turning (can bring) clouds and rain.*
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Guo Jin Gu xi hua xie, wei chen tu. Bei Jia ren xi
As it passed through Jin  Gu a flower died, and was put in the | earth. Imourn that beautiful woman's
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bo ming: shei wei zhu? Qi bu you you chun xi?
sad fate: who  washer | protector ? How could there be no more of spring?
y ™
o
| | | I P — ©
e e - e g
— c o | | 1 |
T
T M ek o ES: ®
7~ |t ‘T -t k= o 25 _,_,7 +
5.9
8l . -
i It 1 Il L -
2 > ! T i 7] L._._F = 7 [§) 8]
£ WL ] & 1 1 !
5 . | | | | |
% H % K iE = 52 ¥ e
Qie zi shang xi chi mu, fa Jiang Su.
This handmaiden, for herself distressed , awaits sunset , hair about to turn white.
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* (m.291f) Sun Xiu demanded the wife of Shi Chong (249-300), who had an estate at Jin Gu, near Loyang;
when he refused Sun Xiu arranged for Shi Chong's execution on political grounds; the wife then committed suicide.






