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Eight Songs for Western Keyboard

Lyrics by Fl/}5% Matteo Ricci

With character by character interpretion. Fluent translation at
http:/Avww.silkqin.com/0 1 mywk/themes/programs/mrxiqinquyi.htm

i Shang mode Music adapted by John Thompson,
1245612 based largely on the melody
(6 = A =415 - 440 or more Hz) B 7-3E%k Mozi Bei Ge in
(A5 Boya Xinfa (1609)
1. My promises are above Z[FHfE |- » —&
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Shei  shi ren lei zhi qing ye?
Who canknow man -  kind 's circumstances ~ ?
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Ren ye zhe nai Jfan shu er.
People - types (are) just  the opposite of trees, that's all.
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Shu  zhi gen  ben zai di, er cong tu shou yang ,
Atree s roots arein theearth, S0 from  the carth itreceives nourishment .
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qi gan zhi xiang tian er song .
Its &  branches towards  heaven just  respectfully incline .
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Ren zhi gen ben xiang  hu  tian, er zi tian  cheng yu,
People 's roots incline towards heaven , thus from heaven receive nurture
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qi gan zhi chui xia .
their & branches extend downwards .
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1. (cont.)
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Jun zi zhi zhi, zhi Shang Di zhe

Civilized people 's knowledge is knowing what ~ Above  Supreme Ruler does (know) .

(ie. God)
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Jjun zi zhi xue, xue Shang Di zhe ,

Civilized people 's learning  is what can be learned of God's learning .
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yin vi ze hui zhong ye.
thus one uses this in selecting how  to instruct the people .
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Shang  Di zhi xin, wei duo lian xu cang sheng ,

God 's heart only has great  sympathy for the common people .
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shao xu pi li shang ren,
very seldom (lets) rumbling thunder harm people .
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dang shi ri zhao , er zhao wi si Jfang yi!
Since (God) causes the sun and moon to shine down, SO itshines not inprivate places, ah!
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Chang shi  yu  xue Jiang , er Jiang wi si tian xi!
(God) often causes rain and snow  to fall, but itfalls  not onprivate fields, ah!
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2. A shepherd boy wandering in the hills #4551 » — %5
(See 1609 Sec. 2, part 1)
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Mu tong hu  you you,, Ji yan ci shan ,
A shepherd boy suddenly had sadness, and so hated this here hill,
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er yuan wang bi  shan zhi ru mei ,
but  inthe distance seeing thatthere  hill s seeming beauty ,
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ke xue you you .
(thought it) could relieve his sorrow , ah.
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Zhi bi shan, Jin bi shan,  jin bu ruo yuan ]

He went to that hill, (but) drawingnear that  hill,

@ (See 1609 Sec. 5, part 2 ?)
{ B

from near it was not  like it seemedfrom afar
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Mu tong, mu tong , Vi Ju zhe ning Vi Ji hu ?
Shepherd  boy, shepherd boy, change living place  /possible changing oneself eh?
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Ru ke wang er neng i Ji hu ?
You in this way leave  andthus ableto leave behind yourself eh ?
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You le you xin meng ,
Sorrow (and)  joy from the heart sprout up ,
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2. (cont.)
7] (See 1609 Sec. 2, part 2)
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xin ping sui chu le, xin huan  sui chu  you,
Heart peaceful  then anywhere happy, heart troubled then anywhere sad.
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wei ai ru mu, ren su chi zhi,
A speck of  dust entefs the eye (and) aperson  quickly isannoyed by it,
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er er kuan yu huan xin zhi zhui hu ?
but you aretolerant witha piercing the heart 's sharp awl , eh?
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Yi wai zun Ji, u bu Ji zi de yi.
Having /outside  /yearningfor /yourself,  certainly /not cometo / you /attain, ah.
looked when things for you will (what)  (want to)
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Xi  bu  zhi ben xin, er yong an u gu shan ye?
Why not control yourown heart, thus ~/ peace on &our) original  hill, ¢h?
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Gu jin lun jie  zhi i er: you wai wiu yi,
Old and new writings ‘all  point out onething, ah: traveling away hasno advantage,
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Ju nei you li yil
living within has the profit , ah!



